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Although she is initially scorned, over time her compassion and dignity silence many of her critics. Indecency
is a creation, not of God or of nature, but of the indecent. He asks her a few times to name the man she is
romantically involved with â€” everyone wants to know who the father of the child is, but Prynne refuses to
disclose the information and instead opts to suffer the consequences. But between that and other kinds of
robbery there is this difference, â€” that he who is robbed wishes not to recover what is lost, but to punish the
robber. The Scarlet Letter is an astounding book full of intense symbolism, as strange and haunting as
anything by Edgar Allan Poe No 10 in this series , a writer whom we know Hawthorne much admired. Get it
now on Searching for streaming and purchasing options This is essential to the scope of the treatment, which,
dealing with the spiritual aspects of the crime, requires characters of spiritual proclivities. She turns to
Dimmesdale and begs him to intercede on her behalf, and he nervously does so. This very precise location of
the heart reflects at the same time passion and sin. What did you think about it? And it demonstrates the truth
that the only punishment which man is justified in inflicting upon his fellow is the punishment which is
incidental to his being restrained from further indulgence in crime. Hester is to stand as a warning to others
tempted as she was: if she recovers her own salvation in the process, so much the better for her; but, for better
or worse, society has ceased to have any concern with her. Since the very start of the book, Hawthorne
connects it with the name of "Artist" "so artistically done", "a gorgeous luxuriance of fancy". She has not, as
yet, what can in strictness be termed a character; she is without experience, and therefore devoid of either
good or evil principles; she possesses a nature, and nothing more. Yet Pearl was, all the while, the most
unrelentingly real fact of her mother's ruined life. That is but a trifle, when a woman knows the world. For her
character would then be formed, and the evil which came to her by inheritance would so have tinged and
moulded her natural traits that we should inevitably draw in the poison and the perfume at a single breath, â€”
ascribe to evil the charm which derives from good, and pollute good with the lurid hues of evil. Chillinworth
makes a promise to himself that he will discover who the mystery lover is. The day before they set sail,
Dimmesdale gives the sermon of his life. It is our fate. But a writer who works with deep insight and truthful
purpose can never be guilty of a lack of decency. Unlike Poe though, his work was deeply rooted in American
history and landscapes; that feature drew a particular national attention though his depiction was not really
flattering Get full reviews, ratings, and advice delivered weekly to your inbox. The method of society has been
exemplified by the affixing of the scarlet letter on Hester's bosom. And whoever takes it for granted that
indecency is necessarily involved in telling the story of an illicit passion has studied human nature and good
literature to poor purpose. The reason is that such acknowledgment surrenders all that is most dear to the
unregenerate heart, and thereby involves a humiliation or annihilation of evil pride which eradicates sinful
appetite. A gloomy and energetic religious sect, pioneers in a virgin land, with the wolf and the Indian at their
doors, but with memories of England in their hearts and English traditions and prejudices in their minds; weak
in numbers, but strong in spirit; with no cultivation save that of the Bible and the sword; victims, moreover of
a dark and bloody superstition, â€” such a people and scene give admirable relief and color to a tale of human
frailty and sorrow. This accomplice is unknown; that is, society has not found him out. Religion played an
important role in the puritan community, and religious leaders were highly regarded, respected and looked up
to for guidance. Dimmesdale cares more for his social reputation than for anything else. She is a tender and
loving mother. But Dimmesdale's social position, as well as his personal character, seems to raise him above
the possibility of such a lapse. There seems to be no partiality on the author's part; nor, on the other hand, is
there any indifference. In a word, she will have truth in all things: without truth nothing is good; nor, with
truth, can anything be evil. The process of Hester Prynne's acquisition of self-knowledge, the recognition of
her sin and her ultimate restoration in a sequence of enthralling scenes, punctuated by moments of
confrontation with Dimmesdale, is utterly compelling and, at times, deeply moving. This exemplary passage
captures, with a great and vivid poetic style, this particular and delicate process.


