
TAKING NOTES FOR A RESEARCH PAPER ON NOTE CARDS

Research Paper Note Cards. Language Arts, Ms. Reese. WHAT GOES ON A NOTE CARD? HOW TO TAKE
ANOTHER AUTHOR'S INFORMATION?? paraphrase, or summarize, your research on the index cards while you are
taking notes.

It is necessary to have these topics once you begin organizing your research. Back from the library and ready
to go Read Your Sources and Take Notes After you've gathered your sources, begin reading and taking notes.
Each sentence or idea that you find should be paraphrased summarized in your own words , and written on a
card. As you read your potential sources, you will find that some are helpful, others are not, and some will
repeat the same information you already have. It is important to be accurate with the page numbers on your
note cards, as you will need them for citations throughout your research paper. The card topic is a name that
you make up yourself. Researching As you find interesting facts about your topic during your research, you
should write them down. Remember to choose the one that matches your style the best. She lectures and writes
about study skills. Be exact. Make a note of where the dense parts are and move on. Updated March 03, Many
teachers require students to use note cards to collect information for their first big term paper assignment.
Another star was Honus Wagner, a bowlegged shortstop. Devote an entire note card to each idea or note. The
source title is the name of the book, magazine, website, etc. While this practice may seem old fashioned and
out of date, it is actually still the best method for collecting research. This way related ideas from different
sources can be easily grouped together or rearranged. For example, if you are writing a paper on the life and
works of the poet, Langston Hughes, you may have cards with topics such as: Hughes' upbringing Hughes and
the Harlem Renaissance Hughes' influences Hughes' poetry Hughes' political beliefs Hughes' influence on
America Although it may seem tedious to give each note card a topic name, it serves two purposes: It keeps
you focused in your research. In the previous example, the source was given a number, instead of writing out
the entire title. For each topic, you could have any number of cards from several different sources. Sample
Source List Remember! If you are consistent in paraphrasing at this stage, then you will be certain not to
accidentally plagiarize someone else's work. Organizing Once you have written the information down on the
note cards, you only need to go back and organize your cards by topic. Group together all the cards that have
the same topic i. You should continue to research until you have quite a few potential sourcesâ€”about three
times as many as your teacher recommends. That is the key to this system. Include everything. Break down
the text into small groups of paragraphs. Your piles may look like: Make an Outline and Start Writing Once
you have separated your cards into piles, each topic pile should become a body paragraph in your paper. There
are as many ways to take notes as there are people. If you copy something directly from a book without
putting it in your own words, put quotation marks around it so that you know it is an exact quotation. This
takes too much time and prevents you from using your higher brain functions to filter out and process
important information. Start with a fresh pack of research note cards. If you are not organized, it will take
considerably more time to write the paper. Not only does the note-taking process help you learn the
information, the notes themselves are an important visual aid in your paper-writing process. Write down every
fact or note that may be of use to you in your paper. If you wind up using that idea in your paper, you will
have the information about the source ready to put in your footnote or endnote. You will be less likely to write
down unnecessary information facts that are not related to your topic if you are careful to write down the topic
for every card. The length and detail of your paper will determine how many piles and cards you have. Read
each group one-by-one, taking notes between groups.


