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Thus, the Rising Sun had to take the third and militarily worst optionâ€”a direct strike against the United
Statesâ€”the one country with the natural resources, the population size, and the industrial capacity to crush
Japan. By this time, the Western world was fully alert to the menace of the fanatically ambitious and confident
Fuhrer. It was no use. Hess was sentenced to life imprisonment, which he served at Spandau Prison, Berlin,
where he died in  In July , the Japanese moved again, this time directly against the Nationalist regime of
Chiang Kai-shek. But the port of embarkation, especially Manhattan, was another story. Members of the 82nd
and st Airborne Divisions, they would be the first invaders to land anywhere in Nazi-occupied France, and Ike
knew that hundreds of them, maybe more, would be killed the next day. By late , the tide had turned against
the Axis. So the commanding general walked informally among the young men, many of them only teenagers,
chatting about their hometowns, working his way through the throng, recognizing the perils they would all
soon be facing. Thus, the Rising Sun had to take the third and militarily worst optionâ€”a direct strike against
the United Statesâ€”the one country with the natural resources, the population size, and the industrial capacity
to crush Japan. It was the largest and most destructive conflict in history. And I won't even be able to cover it
all in this video. So all of Czechoslovakia As millions of men joined the Army and as industrial production
soared, women became the obvious source of labor. German troops stationed in Italy seized control of the
northern half of the peninsula, and continued to resist. And after President Harry S. In June, the United States
Navy won its greatest victory ever in the Battle of Midway, in which an outnumbered American carrier force
inflicted devastating losses on the then superior Japanese fleet. The Marine Corps expanded from one division
to five, while the Navy put more than a thousand ships to sea. The next day, a Monday, President Roosevelt
spoke before a joint session of Congress. And so this is, they sign the Molotovâ€”Ribbentrop Pact with the
Soviet Union, this is in August, which is essentially mutual non-aggression "Hey, you know, you do what you
need to do, we know what we need to do. In such a circumstance, General Eisenhower reported that his
soldiers and sailors had done everything he or anyone else could have expected, and that his withdrawal from
the beachhead was his fault alone. Meanwhile, Italy, not satisfied with its conquest of Ethiopia in â€”, turned
its attention toward Greece. World War II had ended. The secret cave, the second found to date, also contained
stolen priceless paintings from all over Europe. Alone among major world capitals, Washington emerged from
the war more confident than ever, and its airplanes, fleets, and armies, not to mention its atomic weapons, gave
it military superiority over any potential opponent. A World at War There is no one date that can be said to
mark the beginning of the greatest of global conflicts. Japanese Ambitions Japanese leaders felt that they were
being unfairly held back by the United States, Great Britain, and the Netherlands, which together controlled
most of the natural resources, especially oil, to the south of Japan, in places now known as Malaysia,
Indonesia, Vietnam, and the Philippines. Within a matter of weeks the Soviet Union, which had recently
signed a non-aggression treaty with Hitler, attacked Poland from the east. As the war continued into , , and ,
and as millions of newly minted soldiers and sailors joined the armed forces, separation and longing became
the most common emotional experiences of the time. On December 6, , Soviet troops launched a significant
counteroffensive that drove German forces permanently from the outskirts of Moscow. He had only two
reasons for immediate concern.


